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much earlier and more radically than was ever possible before
the last two decades. There are not lacking those who
maintain that this early preoccupation with the sexual
problem is unwholesome, and that it is $. symptom of degenera-
tion peculiar to large cities. I remember an article which
appeared fifteen years ago in Ostwald's Annalen der Natur-
philosophie, in which an author actually said: 'primitive
peoples like the Esquimaux, Swiss, etc., have no sexual
question.1 It scarcely needs much reflection to understand
why primitives have no sexual problem; beyond the concerns
of the stomach they have no other problems to worry about
The latter are a prerogative of civilized man. Although in
Switzerland we have no great cities, such problems neverthe-
less exist. Hence I do not hold that discussion of the sexual
question is unhealthy, or in the least degenerate; rather do
I see in this problem a symptom of the great psychological
revolution of our time. On the contrary it seems to me
that the more we discuss this question seriously and funda-
mentally the better, for this problem is surely a pregnant one
for the life and happiness of mankind. The fact that many
pursue, such discussions to the point of abuse does not spring
from the nature of the problem, but rather from the inferiority
of the people who abuse it. Abuse after all is common to
every time and to every kind of activity.
It is doubtless the serious preoccupation with this question
that has led to the hitherto unknown phenomenon of the
student-marriage. It is a phenomenon of such very recent
appearance that from lack of sufficient data it is difficult
to form a judgment about it. Early marriages there
have been in abundance in former times, marriages
also that have seemed very unbalanced from the social
standpoint. Thus in itself student-marriage is something
perfectly possible. But the question of children is another
matter. If both parents are studying, children surely must
be excluded. But a marriage that is kept childless by
artificial means is always somewhat problematical, since

